
Opening speech by the teacher in charge 

In the last three years refugee and migrant movements towards Europe from 

countries of the Middle East and Africa have increased significantly and are 

considered to be the largest population movements after World War II. Civil wars, 

political uprisings, totalitarian regimes, poverty, lack of food and unemployment are 

only some of the reasons why thousands of people are forced to abandon their 

homes and become refugees. Vincent Cochetel, Director of the European Office of 

the U.N. Consulate, says about these fellow human beings and the difficulties they 

face: "This report clearly demonstrates that a lack of legal and safe routes forces 

refugees and migrants, as well as those who want to join family members, to take 

huge risks while they try to reach Europe". Greece is one of the main escape routes 

for many of these desperate people, so they have arrived in our country by the 

thousands since 2015. 

It is known that giving to our fellow human being and solidarity are fundamental 

principles of Marist Education, which aim to build active, conscious and helpful 

citizens of tomorrow, people who have experienced the joy of giving. The tragedy of 

thousands of our fellow human beings could never allow our Marist school 

community to assume the role of an onlooker. My idea and suggestion to help the 

first organized facility of Elaionas in Athens with specific clothing for the winter 

which was threatening the refugee families was embraced by the students, who 

enthusiastically agreed and committed themselves to the cause. In addition, it was 

willingly supported by the Frères, the entire teaching community of Leonteios School 

of Nea Smyrni, along with the students' families. It was promptly implemented in 

October 2015 through the action "Giving to Fellow Human Beings", which aimed to 

help deal with the humanistic crisis as well as possible and actively involve all our 

students into the priceless experience of giving and solidarity in one more way. The 

results were outstanding from the first year. The officials in Elaionas facility were 

particularly thankful because we were the first school to help them and asked us not 

to forget about them in the years to come. And that’s what we did. 

We kept our promise alive in the last three years with the active participation of all 

our students in Middle and High School. Our action was also greatly supported by 

parents/guardians of our students as well as by the entire educational community of 

Leonteios School of Nea Smyrni and took various forms. Even Marist teachers and 

students arrived from Spain to offer their help as volunteers in Elaionas facility. 

Our giving has assumed a different form, since the refugees' needs have changed. It 

is aimed more towards the children of Elaionas facility, who are now students in 

Greek schools and are taking their first steps in life and education under difficult 

circumstances, however they also have the right to education and fun, just like our 

own children who want and know how to give. 



So, despite the financial crisis that our country is facing, this academic year of 2017-

2018, considerable quantities of stationery (pens, pencils, notebooks, erasers, pencil 

sharpeners), drawing items (colours, wax colours, play dough, coloured papers) 

which are necessary for school, as well as games (educational or board games, in 

good condition) and bicycles, strollers (in good condition) for the refugee children in 

Elaionas have been collected from 23/10/2017 to 6/11/2017 (a detailed report 

follows). 

In conclusion, I'd like to thank all those who have helped and continue to help during 

the current academic year of 2017-2018 (students, parents, teachers, administrative 

and technical staff) to make our action "Giving to Fellow Human Beings" a reality. 

 

Sincerely, 

Philippos Fournarakis 


